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Southwest Initiative Foundation
we do good work to help great people succeed.
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Together we thrive in southwest Minnesota




For nearly 40 years, we’ve been listening to what matters most to southwest Minnesota. Through giving, economic development and community impact, we’re becoming a region where all people thrive.
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We are a community of people who are passionate about making a difference in southwest Minnesota.




We are driven to innovate and find new ways to solve problems. We are generous with our time, our resources and our knowledge. And we are committed to building a vibrant region where everyone feels like they belong.





JOIN US – MAKE YOUR GIFT TODAY!
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	Investing in Our Region Since 1986













$53.9 million




in grants














$59.8 million




in loans
















READ ABOUT OUR IMPACT




















	WHAT’S NEW

	Stories From Southwest Minnesota







Jackson Snow Angels remove snow, spread kindness

No act of kindness is ever wasted. Paul Spence lives by those words, and it’s the motto for a local nonprofit he helped create called the Jackson Snow Angels that clears snow for older adults for free. It’s a group effort among retirees, business owners, students and public health. In January, the Snow Angels received a grant from the Paul and Alma Schwan Aging Trust Endowment Fund at Southwest Initiative Foundation to help purchase a tractor. 

Keep Reading Jackson Snow Angels remove snow, spread kindness






Concrete Joe Construction

Joe DeVlaeminck is building his own business on the foundation of the former Tom Bofferding Construction company, which he purchased last year. Southwest Initiative Foundation’s Microenterprise Loan Program helped DeVlaeminck complete the purchase and launch Concrete Joe Construction, specializing in residential concrete work, from putting up foundation walls to flat work such as driveways, sidewalks and stamped slabs.

Keep Reading Concrete Joe Construction






Therapy dog brings students comfort and joy

A grant helped bring animal-assisted social emotional therapy to Glencoe-Silver Lake Elementary School this year. Each week, Phoebe the Aussiedoodle comes to GSL with her human handler, Anna Bull. Her visits are meant to help address increased social and emotional needs of students and support teachers and staff as they cope with the after-effects of the pandemic. 

Keep Reading Therapy dog brings students comfort and joy





















	VALUES

	Guided by Our Values





Our work can look different from one program, partnership or place to another. Our values guide our work and ensure we bring the same care and commitment everywhere we show up.





LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR VALUES





















Help build a region where all people can thrive.





SIGN UP FOR NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES
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Southwest Initiative Foundation is located on the original and contemporary homelands of the Dakota people in Minnesota. 
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What Interests you most about our work?





Prove you're not a spambot! What is 2+2?




Data Consent
I consent to my submitted data being collected and stored for the purpose of receiving email updates




Southwest Initiative Foundation (SWIF) respects your privacy and is committed to protecting any personal information shared with us. We do not share or sell your personal information. 
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reCAPTCHA helps prevent automated form spam.



The submit button will be disabled until you complete the CAPTCHA.
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