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Together we thrive in southwest Minnesota




For nearly 40 years, we’ve been listening to what matters most to southwest Minnesota. Through giving, economic development and community impact, we’re becoming a region where all people thrive.
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We are a community of people who are passionate about making a difference in southwest Minnesota.




We are driven to innovate and find new ways to solve problems. We are generous with our time, our resources and our knowledge. And we are committed to building a vibrant region where everyone feels like they belong.





JOIN US – MAKE YOUR GIFT TODAY!
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$53.9 million




in grants
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$59.8 million




in loans
















READ ABOUT OUR IMPACT
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2024 cohort named for Growing Local Emerging Leaders

We’re excited to announce the participants who will make up this year’s Growing Local: Emerging Leaders cohort, representing 10 different communities across southwest Minnesota. Growing Local: Emerging Leaders is designed to help up-and-coming leaders discover and build on their unique strengths so they can make a difference through local boards, commissions and elected positions. It’s facilitated by SWIF in partnership with University of Minnesota Extension.

Keep Reading 2024 cohort named for Growing Local Emerging Leaders
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Celebrating 10 Business Reinvention cohorts

We recently wrapped up the 10th Business Reinvention cohort with our partners redstar marketing un/academy! This program has been a game-changer for dozens of Southwest Initiative Foundation loan clients. Business Reinvention brings together up to eight businesses for a unique, collaborative workshop experience. The team at redstar marketing un/academy guides passionate entrepreneurs through a hands-on process to assess the current business landscape and craft a fresh vision for the future.

Keep Reading Celebrating 10 Business Reinvention cohorts



[image: A person's hands hold four colors of chalk above a drawing of a heart in a circle on the sidewalk.]
[image: A person's hands hold four colors of chalk above a drawing of a heart in a circle on the sidewalk.]

Otto Bremer Trust Community Responsive Fund

Southwest Initiative Foundation has been selected by the Otto Bremer Trust as a philanthropic partner to award funds through its new Community Responsive Fund. SWIF will work closely with OBT to award $400,000 in grants of up to $75,000 each to support local organizations that directly respond to immediate challenges and opportunities in the community. The grant application deadline is 5 p.m. on April 19, 2024.

Keep Reading Otto Bremer Trust Community Responsive Fund





















	VALUES

	Guided by Our Values





Our work can look different from one program, partnership or place to another. Our values guide our work and ensure we bring the same care and commitment everywhere we show up.





LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR VALUES





















Help build a region where all people can thrive.





SIGN UP FOR NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES
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Southwest Initiative Foundation is located on the original and contemporary homelands of the Dakota people in Minnesota. 
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Please select...
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Organization Name





Job Title





What Interests you most about our work?





Prove you're not a spambot! What is 2+2?




Data Consent
I consent to my submitted data being collected and stored for the purpose of receiving email updates




Southwest Initiative Foundation (SWIF) respects your privacy and is committed to protecting any personal information shared with us. We do not share or sell your personal information. 






Preferred Email Address





Campaign ID

















reCAPTCHA helps prevent automated form spam.



The submit button will be disabled until you complete the CAPTCHA.
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